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Mr, HUGHES: I agree that the controi-
ling bedy should be allowed to kecp certain
people_away, but before a man is deemed to
be undesirable the charge against him should
be set out in black and white and he should
bhe given a full and complete trial.

Capt. Carter: Are not the courses private
property?

My, HUGHES: The headquarters course
is publie property, and the control of racing
is vested in the W.AT.C, by legislative en-
actment. Jockey boys hegin their training at
the age of 14 or 13

Capt. Carter: I think the courses are pri-
vate property.

Hon, P. Collicr: The W.AT.(", course is
not.

Mr. Clydesdale: Tt does wot make any
difference.  They are under control just the
same,

Mr. HUGITES:  Jockex boys are purposely
stunted in growth in order that they may ride
at light weighte.  When they are precluded
irom riding iheir livelihood is gone. “When
a boy is disqualified he cannot readily take
o wther worl,  [le is physieally unfit for
hard work, and the knowledze he gains in
horseracing is of iittle use to him elsewhere.

Capt. Carter:  Are the boys disqualified
without a trial?

Mr. HCGHES: Yes. Quite recently three
or four boys went up for their licenses, but
thevy were told these would not be renewed.
They had no chance of defending themselves.
If they did wrong the eharges should have
been set ont, and the lads should have heen
given a chance to Jdefend themselves. Let us
have public inquiry into these matters, Tf
boys arc guilty of malpractiec on the course,
let them he disqualified from attending there.
I have no sxmpathy with the wrongdoer, with
the hoy who commits malpractices, or the
trainer who assists, but every tadividual is en-
titled to a fair and epen trial.

Capt. Carter: Have you
npinion on the matter?

Mr. HUGHES: One can always get two
opinions en any lepal matter. Very often the
hoys have no money with which to go to law.
The control of racing should be vested in a2
hoard, on which the jockey boys, trainers and
owners as well as the public and the Govern-
ment might be represented. The worst sean-
fdals connceted with the course are due to the
actions of those who are well in the play.

Mr. Clydesdale: There are no seandals in
Tacing.

Mr. HUGIHES: There should be more
democratie control of racing. Every person
charged should be given a fair trial and an
opportunity to defend himself. Tf the right
ihat is given to an ordinary eriminal is given
tn one of these racing people, he should he
satisfied with the result. As thines are, a
man is brought hefore the commitice, one
member of which may have a personal dis-
itke towards him, and be the means of ruin-
iz the man’s reputation. It is injurious to
one's character to be warned off a racecourse,
the assnmption being that if 2 man has not
done something wrong he would not be penal-
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ised. Parliament should {ake more interest in
the control now being exercised by the
W.ATC, and demand that every persnn
dealt with should he properly heard and pro-
perly tried.

On wotion by My,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-ni, and read prayers.

QUESTION—STATE ENTERPRISES.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN asked the Minister for
Edueation: 1, What was the Dr.or Cr. state
of the prefit and loss acconnts for the yesr
erdings 30tk June last of the folloWwhiy under-
tnkings:  PBoya Quarry, State Brickworks,
Rtate Tmplement Works, State Steamships,
Stute  Sawmills, Goldfields Water Supply,
Brookton Water Supply, Collie Water Sup-
ply, Cue Water Supply, Bridgetown Water
Supply, Dangin Water Supply, Derlyy Water
Supply, CGeraldton Water Supply, Harvey
Water Sopplv, Leenors Water Sopply, Meeka-
tharra Water Supply, Menzies Water Supply,
Ora Banda Water Supply, Pingelly Water
Sup-ly, Torbay Drainage, other minor works,
as shown on page 83 of Parliamentary Paper
No. 26 of 19227 2, Have interest, sinking
fund, aml deprecintien heen taken into ae-
count in each instance! 3, Tf not, in what
instances are there omissions?

The MTINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
pliml:  The information asked for will be
supplied by way of a return as sonn as pos-
sif le.

QUESTION—RATI.WAY ROLLING
STOCK.

Hon. A. LOVEKIX asked the Minister for
Edueation: 1, How many railway trucks,
carriages, and locomotives have been phced
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out of commission during the past five years®
2, What was the primc cost of same? 3,
What was the age of same? 4, Were re-
placements made from loan or révenue funds?
5, What was the cost of relaying during past
five yeara? 6, Werc funds provided from
loan or revenue?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, Nonme. 2, 3 and 4, Answered by
No. 1. 5, Year ended 30th June, 1919, nil;
year ended 30th June, 1921, nil: year ended
30th June, 1922, £45,822; year ended 30th
June, 1923, 2114,718. 6, For year ended 30th
June, 1922, £i4,912 was provided from lean
and £30,910 from revenue. For the year
ended 30th June, 1923, £36,643 was provided
from loan and £78,075 from revenuve. Re-
Jaying has been undertaken and financed In
accordance with the principles outlined in
paragraph 32 of the Commissioner of Hail-
ways’ annual report for year ended 30th
June, 1922, A payment of £21,000 was de-
bited to railway working expenses for 1922-
23 and credited to the relaying suspense ac-
count. The Commissioner proposes to pub-
lish a statement of account in respect of re-
laying with hiz forthecoming annual report,

QUESTION-—ELECTORAL
BOUNDARIES.
Hon, A, LOVEKIN asked the Minister for
Fdueation: Will he lay upon the Table of
the Honse plan showing the houndaries of
provinees, as altered by the Redistribution
of Seats Bill, as proposed by the Commission
appointed under the Act passed last session?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plicd: Yes.

PROVINCES,

QUESTION—GAS, INFERIOR
QUALITY.

Hon. A, LOVEKIN asked the Minister for
Education: In view of the poor quality of
gag being supplied in the metropolitan area,
will the Government take the necessary steps
to test anch quality, as provided by Section
29 of the Perth Gas Companies Act, 18867

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: The right to test the illuminating
power of the gas by means of the apparatus
which the city of Perth is required to pro-
vide is not vested in the Government but in
the local authorities having the care of the
roads within the limits of the Act, namely, a
cirele of five miles from the General Post
Offiee.

QUESTION—WYNDHAM MEAT
WORKS.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN asked the Minister for
Education: Of the capital of the Wyndham
Meat Works, how much is represented by
losses on previous years’ working?

LCOUNCIL. |

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: On working aceount from 1st January,
1919, to 31st December, 1922, £213490; in-
terest to 31st December, 1922, £244,232;
tolal, £457,722,

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Fifth Day.

Debate resumed from the 2nd  August,

1923,

Hon, J. E. DODD (South) [+39]: I
speaking a few words on the wotion before
the House, 1 would like to congratulate Mr.
Fwing on having atthined Ministerial re-
sponsibility. I am sure that Mr. Ewing’s
experience entitles him to the position he
holds, and T am very well assured that be will
follow the traditions which have been set up
by previeus Leaders of the House, in endea-
vouring to place all possible information be-
fore us. I have always looked upon the hon,
memher as the embodiment of enthusiasm,
and I feel sure that he will now transfer the
euthusiasm whieh he has for the South-West
te the whole of the State. Tf that expecta-
tion is realised, as 1. believe it will be, during
the ensuing 12 months, our felicitations will
then probably be cven more coifdial than they
are at present, I think Mr. Ewing i3 also
to be congratulated on the fact that he has
no Ministerial sins to account for this session
at least, and I think he will be able to get
through fairly well. 1 would 2lso like to
offer my congratulatiens te Mr, Kirwan on
being clected Chairman of Committees. Cer-
taiuly it is o compliment to the province I
represent that my two colleagues are so well
thought of by the House that they could tie
for the position of Chairman of Commitiees.
T am_satisfied that Mr. Kirwan’s long publie
experience on the goldfields, and his know-
tedge of the procedure of Parliament, will
stand him in good stead as Chairman of Com-
mittees, Coming now to the Governor’s
Speech, I deplore the scanty reference which
it makes to the mining industry. That is a
nintter of regret to me in common with other
goldfields members who have spokem. It
seems to me that an industry whiech has done
g0 much for Western Australia might at least
have had a little more advertisement in the
Governor’s Speech than it has received, I
hope the Government will be able to do some-
thing to help the industry. I am not one of
thosc who are continually carping at the Gov-
ernment for their neglect, but still I consider
that something more might be done, seeing
the condition of the mining industry to-day,
especially as to water charges. Surely if
cver there was a time when the Government
might well reconsider those charges, and also
the regulations, which latter are the worat
part of the water scheme, that time is now,
with a view to helping along struggling pro-
perties on the fields.  We have been told
times without number that there are going to
be public conferences on the water question,
and that consideration is to be given to the
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wining industey in this respeet, and that the
Minister will Jook into the whele subjeet, and
| do not know what else. But nothing seems
to be done. We simply seem to go on as we
wreo I hope thet before the end of tlhic so-
~ion, or lairly carly in the session rather,
something will he done by fthe Govern-
wment to heilp the poidfields. While on the
wining industry | may also refer to the Fed-
eral aspeet. Coertainly it is pleasing to see
our Federal members uniting to try to do a
little hetter for Western Australia tleim has
Iwen done in the past. When 1 think of all
that is being done by the Federal Govern-
went for other industries, it is amazing to
me that our mining industry should have been
negleeted in the way it has.  The people of
Australia are paying something like a hun-
dred million sterling per yesar to help along
about 16 per cent. of the production of Aus.
tralia in the sccondary industries.  Fuether,
I find that there is £177,000 being paid to
assist the meat trade.  Up il recently €14
per ton hag heen paid as duty on sugar, and
now we find that there is to be a uniform
duty of nearly £10 per ton. Again, we find
rhat the agricnltural industry is recciving o
certain amount of assistance. The price of
wheat was stabilised for a. nwmber of years,
und our agricultural members in the House
of Representatives are very active indeed iu
trying to get a remission of the tariff on
agrienliural machinery and implements. More-
wver, eonsideration is being requested for the
fruit industry. On bebalf of the mining in.
lustry, however, nothing whatever seems to be
Jdone. The industey which has practivally made
made Western Anstralia, and also other parts
of the Commonwealth, is now being allowed to
dwindle and die without anything being done
for it. It scems to me that the Premiers’
conferenees neglect this aspeet of our indus-
trial life altogether. Very rarely do we see
anything affecting the mining  industry
trought forward at those conferences, I am
wore hopeful by reason of the activities of
our Federal members of to-day. Nexi I wish
to refer to the Mine Workers' Relief Fund.
fere again we arec in rather o  bad
way, and quite a pumber of times the
Minister for Mines has stated that some-
thing will bhe done te help the fund.
Up to date, however, I do mnot know
that awnything has been accomplished.
I wish to refer to miner’s phthisis. When the
Bill was passed Jast session, various
poldfields members of this Chamber were
most genmerous in their congratulations
to the Government., We realised that
the Bill fell ghort of what we desired, and
rven of actual requirements; neverthe-
less it was a step forward, and we
were only too pleased to get the small
measure of relief which it afforded.
Now, what do we find? The Bill was
passed last session, yet nothing whatever has
been done, The Minister may say he is wait-
ing for the Federal Government. On the other
hand, probably the Federal Government are
waiting for the State Govermmnent to make a
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start. Lu the meantime the wminers are suffer-
imr. | ask the Minister whether he canuot do
something to put the Aet inte operation. 1t
i hot going tu vost very much, it will to some
exfend relicve the Mine Workers™ Kelief ¥und,
amel wilt show the wminers that at least some-
thing is being attempted to relieve the burden
of that terrible sconrge. Ordinary members oft
the Chamber can bave no knowledge of the
terrible nature of that sconrge. Many times
have the representatives of wining districts
drawn attention to it.  Kvery year I' becomo
more #ppalled at the eavages of miner’s phthi-
sis. It s only these intimately acquainted
with the industey and with the workers in that
industry whe can know what ig taking place
to-dny, A study of goldiields industrial stat-
isties und of the reports of the Wooroloo Sana-
torivm will grive some idea of the pesition, It
is awfil to contemplate the ravages of the
disense on the goldfields. Rundreds of men
are sulfering from it. Think of the position of
a manw ateicken down by a lingering disease
with only an¢ possible ending, after which his
family will have to fend for themselves!
Burely we might do more than we are doing,
vspeeiaity whon we remember what many of
those men have done for the Stute. I hope the
Minister, with his well known enthusiasm, will
see what he can do in this direetion, and I
hepe that the Minister for Mines also will get
o move on and 1o something. [ have never
indulged in carping eriticism to hinder the
Government in any way, but I feel that if
something be not done soon in respeet of
winer's phthisis, goldfields members will be
prone to show their dissatisfaction T do not
know whether the (Government intend to rein-
trorfuce the Hospitals Bill this session. The
Governor's Speeeh Qdiffers from all its pre-
llecesrors inasmuch as it foreshadows scarcely
any Bills. We are told that certain measures
will be brought forward, but we are left in
the «dark as te what those mensures will he.
We were subjected to a great deal of criticism
for our epposition to the Hospitals Bill last
session,  More unjust and illogieal criticisin L
have never heard,  The Bill itself was one ot
the most unjust measures ever introduced. If
it be the intention of the Govermment to re-
introduce it this session, I will stress to the
Minister the necessity for trying to place in
it something more nearly equitable than was
in the Bill of last session. Let me direet the
Minister’s attention to this: on the goldfields
for the last 30 years tthe miners have paid
for their owr hespital accommodation and
medieal attention, paid by levy through the
inines. Yet the Bill of last session would
have taxed the miners to the extent of
4d. to 6d. per week, without giving them any
additional henefit, while jn other parts of the
State men on a certain rate of wage were
to have hospital accommodation, although their
wage might be better than that paid on the
goldfielda. Tt is not to be expected that the
men of the goldfields would tolerate anything
like that. Had the Bill gone through and
been put into operation, serious trouble would
have been caused. I realise the necessity for
placing our hospitals on a better basiz than
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they are to-day, especially in respeet of ad-
ministration. If the Goveroment are prepared
to bring down a more equitable Bill,
they might get our support. The gold-
fields aspeet to which I bave referred
is not confined to the Eastern Goldfields,
but obtains also in other minetal and tim-
her areas where men are providing their
owan hospital accommodation. Why should
those men pay further taxes for the upkeep of
hospitals? 1 hope the Government will en-
deavour to give nus a betfer Bill than that of
last session. I notiec that the Colonial Secre-
tary, speaking at Bunbury, declared that the
defeat of the Hospitals Bill had put back the
clock of civilisation. That is some of the
eriticism to which this Chamber has been suhb-
jeeted over the rejection of the Hospitals Bill,
as if we were deoing something that would de-
prive people of the medical attention they
cupht fo have. As a matter of fact, we have
done nothing whatever calculated to alter the
condditions whielh have existed for Jong past.
Yet a section of the Press and of the Ministry
declare that we have «done something to put
haek the clock of ecivilisation.

Hon. F. E. S8, Willmott: Because they did
not know the prevailing conditions,

Hon. J. E. DODD: T was pleased indeed to
see the attitude adopted by the Minister for
Agriculture as the result of his visit to Eu.
perance. He is, T think, the first Minister
other than a Laboar Minister to attempt to
give the Esperance land a fair deal. It is
fo his eredit that he went to Esperance and,
beingr a practical man, knowing what he was
talking about, didl not ler bias come into his
idens, but simply stated wkat he really be-
lieved. He told the community thut we have at
E-perance a very rich provinee which might
well be exploited. When I think of what has
been the result to the State of the bias ex-
hibited against Esperance in the past, it makes
my bleod boil. To some extent the goldficlds
population has dwindled. Had the Esperance
railway been there, ne doubt a large number
of these who have left the State would have
settled in and around Esperance, and in con-
sequence, we shonld have had down there a
happy and prosperous community to-day. 1
hope the Minister for Agricnltare will net stop
at that specch of his, but will endeavour to
assist the Esperance people and the goldficlds
with some practical effort. T appreciate the
attitude of those members, and others outside,
-who are watehing the working of the mmm
gration scheme. Our thanks are due to several
1]1_1(\mhvrs, especially to Mr. Lovekin—although
I de

net- agree with all he |las
said  about immigration—aund others for
the interest they are taking in  this

question in an eodeavour to evolve per-
haps a better scheme than that we have
to-dav. T appreciate alse the reference
made to it by Mr. Monger in to-dar’s
newspaper.  The Government wounld do
well to fake lbeed of what some of those
men, who krnow what they are talking
about, are saying., I beliecve a number
of unsuitable migrants are c¢oming out,
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men who might well have been left at Home.
One aspect of the eriticism with which I
cannot agree is that voiced by Mr. J. Thom-
son, M.L.A.,, and others. 1 understand 2
resolution was carried by the New Settlers”
League in conference to-day in respect to
the same matter, namely, that we should
get men from the rural districts of Eng-
land. Mr. Thomson seems to have the idea
that in England one can pick up countless
farmers with a capital of 2 thounsand pounds
each, and Dbring them out here. I suggest
to the Government that they offer Mr. Thom-
son his expenscs and an honorarium to go
to Scotland and get, say, 100 farmers with
a capital of £1,000 cach to come out to
Western  Australia,  Then the Government
might grant those farmers free farms. Any-
body who has been to England realises” how
utterly mristaken it is to think that one can
go into the rural distriets and pick up farm-
ers with eapital. The men are not there,
nor for that matter are the farming dis-
tricts. People secm to think that all one has
to do is to travel throvgh England to find
hunge unbroken stretches of smiling farms. It
is a great mistake. One can go to some
manufacturing town in England and seleet in-
telligent tradeamen, carpenters, builders, and
others, bring them out to Western Australia,
put them on the land, and find that they
will make better farmers than many of the
farm labourers of LEngland and Scotland.
The conditions there are totally different
from those prevailing here. The conditions
of farming in England and farming in
Western Australia are just as dissimilar as
are those applying to the trades in the re-
spective countries. A great deal of unmiti-
gated rubbish is talked about going to the
rural districis of England and picking up
farmers for Weatern Australia, They are
not to be had. The only thing to do is to
make the best of the materinl offering. Still,
I think more restrictions should be placed
on the nmumber of unsnitable men coming
here. We are going te get a percentnge of
unsuitable men, no matter what we may do,
hut it strikes me that just now the percent-
age is altogether too high. I wish to refer
to the freatment of tubercwlosis and other
diseases. A great deal of interest is being
taken in the Spahlinger method and also in
the treatment by Dr. Dreyer. The Federal
Parliament are very active in respeet of these
matters, and probably it is a subjeet rather
for them than for this Parlinment. Still,
if the Health Department have any informa-
tion in regard to these varions methods of
treatment, it would, I think, be wise to make
it widely known. I would dircet the atten-
tion of the Minister to a method of treat-
ment For what is known as rheumatoid ar-
thritis, which is being ftried in the Altred
Hospital, Melbourne. 1 do this from an im-
personal point of view beeause it idoes not
affect me. There are numhers of yorng
ireople whe are suffering from this most dis-
tressing disease. By the eourtesy of a medi al
practitioner in Perth 1 was given a eoj v af
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the ** Australian Medieal Jonrnal'’ for March
lazt. I found that there has been a treat-
ment used in the Alfred Hospital, Melbourne,
whirh has been fairly suceessful. Tt is an
iniravenous injection of o standardised vac-
eine.  Quite a number of cases have been
treated there successfullv. T suggest to the
Alinister that the Health Department should
introduce some of the vaccine here so that
loeal patients might be treated.

able.

Hon. J. E. DODD: The prioeipal conten-
tion is that for these patients who cannot
afferd to be treated at home, the doctors have
insisfed vpon their going into a hospital for
24 ov 4% hoers, beeavse of the reaction. 1f
the vaecine is here, however, so much the
hetter. Perhaps if a litile more public atten-
tion were (directed to this matter by the
Tealth Department, so that those who are
auffering conld know alient if, it would he
very much better. [ pow come to the ques-
tiorn of land values taxation, and to a more
uniform basis of eclassification as well us
taxation. T wnas very pleased to read the
Iast report of the Commissioner of Taxation
that was laid on the table of the Honse.
This dealt fully with the conference held
between the Federal and State Commissioners
. amd road boards in regard to bringing ahout
more nniformity in this matter. If the Com-
mis<joners are going on with this, 1t
will de an  immense amount of good.
Rut the question is, are they gaing on with
it? T am inelined to agree with what
Mr. Sanderson often said, that officials talk
a lot and write a lot, but there they stop.
If they are going on with a uniform systen
of valuation and classificntion—Federal,
Stale, and road hoard—we shall get a great
deal of good out of it. The report is illum-
inating, The State Commissioner of Taxa-
tion states that when he took office after
15> vears operation of the Aet he found no
means  of  arriving  at  the non  faxahie
value of land in the State, and very tlittle
means of arriving at the taxahle value of
land at all. He stated that returns were
often ealled for by members of Parliament,
both State and Federal, but that no in-
formation could be given. A very complete
system of valuing and classifving land has
bheen laid down. T am sure that if put into
effact this would do a great deal of good.
Many of us have bheen waiting for the in-
treduetion of the long promised Rill, which
we thought would he submitted three years
ago. giving municipalities the right to im-
pe~e taxation on the unimproved value of
land. T Ao not know why this has not been
done. Tt has been asked for by the loeal
bodies on many occasions. Mr. Colebateh
promised it two years ago, but it is not vet
here. When [ read of the values of land
in P'erth, and the inereaged values of land
around the City, T feel it is time that some-
thing in the direetion of a better form of
taxation than exists to-day was brought inte
foree.  Murray-street properties are now

Hon, A, J. H. Saw: Tt is already obtain-
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vialaed at sumething like £400 per foot, and
8t. George 's-terrace properties up to, snil
pessibly exceeeding, £300 per foot, Almost
every public man who speaks on the migra-
tion scheme, or upon what is happening in
Western Australia, draws attention to the
inereased value of land and to the proba-
bility of still further juvercases in a few
vears. Mr. Monger says that if the immi-
mration scheme is a success it will greatly
incrense the value of farming lands. Pro-
bably, if Mr, Monger would go further he
would refer to the inereased value of ('ity
Jand, whieh must of eourse alse go up. It
is gratifving to know he recognisca that the
spending of money and the increase in
population will add to the value of land.
Mr, Colebateh suid before he left the State
that the value of land in the City must in-
crease enormously owing to the demand on
the part of business people. The large ex-
penditure of publie money that is going on
in the State, and the settlement of new
people must enhance the value of prope rties
all over Western Australia. 1f we could
only remedy some of the crushing taxalion
whieh is ncedlessly killing industries, and
place a tax on the value of land we should
do very much better than we are doing to- -
day. 1 have mueh pleasure in supporting
the motion.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER (East) [5.7]: T con-
gratulaie the Leader of the House upon
attaining Ministerial rank, T am sure he
will do eredit to-his office and that he car-
ries the good wishes of all members of this
Chamber. T also congratulate Mr. Kirwan
upon his election as Chairman of Commit-
tees. The hon. member has had previous
experience as Chairman of Committees in the
House of Representatives, and T feel certain
he will carry out his duties in a manner
creditable both to the Stare and himself,
The Speeeh is the most empty I have yet
read,

Tlon. J. Cornell: Tt is not so much what
it said, as what it intended.

Hoen. C. F. BAXTER: There 98 no ques-
tion but that it requires the efforts of every-
one teo cause the State to go ahecad. Sir
James Mitehell is o very optimistic gentle-
man and bristling with energy. If his
cucrgy could be harnessed it would mean a
wounderful thing for the State, but it is just
as diffienlt to harness his energy as it would
be te harness the waves of the sea.

Hon. J. Cornell: He 493 a bit wavy in
places.

Hoa. C. F. BAXTER : References have
beert made to the Premier iz this and another
place, as well as by a section of the Press
and the public. One would think that he
is the one and only man who ¢an pull this
State out of its preseni trouble. We have
hald some years of his administration, but
I can see very little improvement as a re-
sult of it. This worship, which is equalled
only by people in Eastern ecountries who
worship idols, is beyond my comprehensiow.
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What has Sir James done to deserve all
this?

Hon. H. Stewart: Tncreased taxation, for
one thing!

Hon. C. ¥. BAXTER: Quite s0. Even the
so-called Bolshevik State of Queensland
cannot equal Western Australia in  that
dirgetion. T do not altogether agree with
the application of the term ¢‘Bolshevik’’
to Queensland. Many alterations have been

 brought about by the Labour Government
of that Btate which refleet great eredit
upon them, and have resulted in mueh good
to Queensiand. This constant holstering up
and praising of 8ir James has got him into
the position of foeling that everything is
right with the State, and that it is on the
ligh road te success, notwithstanding the
deficit. He fis egotistical enough to think
he is the only man whe can put things right,

Hon. J. Cornell: He may not have beea
ronsulted as to whether he should be called
the joss of Western Awustralia,

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: During the debate
I made an interjection. A representative
of a goldficlds province said that there was
no rveference in the Speech to the mining
industey. T interjected that Mr, Celebaich
did not write the Speech on this occasion.
The Leader of the Honse replied that be
was not aware that Mr. Colebatch had ever
written the Speech, that he did not know
he had even done se unless some Cabinet
secret had been let out. 1 would rewmind
members that at a public gathering, at
which the Minister for Education was
present, the Minister for Agriculture spoke
very strongly on the matter. It is from
that source Y have taken my cue. I
do not aay I know that Mr, Colebatch wrote
the Speeches, but the DMinister for Agri-
culture said he would be wmissing in that
direetion.

Hon. J. Cornell: He only referred to Mr.
Colebateh in an editorial capacity.

Hon, A. J. H. Saw: He giave it a literary
flavour.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Mr. Potter referred
te the wonderful chain of swamps betwecn
Jandakot and Fremantle, and asserted that
nothing Jrad been done to make use of them
during the past 90 years. Some hon. mem-
bers take up the position that people did
not know the value of these swamps many
years ago. Of course, they knew it. Their
trouble was the same trouble that exists
to-day. Where are the warkets for the pro-
duce of these swamps? Mr. Potter went on
to say that gwamps lying adjacent to the
metropolitan area would have all their pro-
ducts absorbed by the market that exists
in and arcund the City. Sueb a statement
would be homorous if it were not so serions,

Hon., H. Stewart: Cabbages at 1s. a bag!

Hon, C. F. BAXTER: Mr. Potter cannot
have seriously considered the question. It
is ridiculous to put forward such a sugges-
tion.

Hon, J. Cornell: Cabbages are 37s. a bag
in Kalgoorlie.

- numbers of people in the City.

[COUNCIL.]

Hen, C. F. BAXTER: On the Pecl Estate
and in other parts of Western Australia it
is impossible to grow cabbages and other
vegetables except at tlie time when the
market is over-supplied. Mr, Potier culo-
gises the Peel Estate. I once had the
temerity to speak in a derogatery manner
of the Peel Iistate and gronp scttlements.
That was 'ast January. 1 wag ctiticised by
a seefion of the Press and by members of
this and another Chamber, as well as by
Some went
so far as to say that T was a ‘‘doubling
Thowmas,’’ and one of the strongest refer-
ences to my attitude was that I was a
““traitor to the country.’’ I tuke this eredit
to myself, however, that while I have been
a member of the Legislative Couneil, no mau
hag been more gincere than 1 in the desire
to help the State.

Hon. J. Cornell: You are not charged with
ingingerity, so why do you want to defend
yourselfd

Hon, C, F. BAXTER: When reference is
made to my being a fraitor to the country, it
amounts to the same thing. I do not adept
that attitude without some knowledge of the
question under discassion. The position at the
Peel Estate to-day is even worse than it was
last January. A tremendous amount of
money has been spent there and with what
guccess? The Pecl Estate is drifting on to-
wards the end thaf Kendenup has reached,
and if the Government do not take the mat-
ter in hand that is where the whole scheme
will finish.

Hon. F. E. 3. Willmott: The Government
have a deeper pocket than the Kendenup
people.

Hon. C. P, BAXTER: That is the unfor-
tunate part; it is a mere waste of public
money.

The Minister for Edoeation: Do you say
that the development of the Peel Estate is
a waste of publie money?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Yes, above a reas-
onable amount.

The Minister for Edueation: In what way?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Because the estate
will not return anything. When an estate
is over-capitalised, the extra expenditure re-
presents a waste of public money and the
Government are getting very close to the
over-capitalisation of the Pee! Estate mow.
1t is all very well while the men are receiving
10s. a day and are engaged in drainage and
other works. If those men are thrown on
their blocks and are asked to make a decent
living for themselves, hon. members will very
soon see buit few people there. It bas been
said that my attitude is wrong and that we
must bolster up our population by means of
migration. What is the good of holstering
np ovr population when the work is proceed-
ing along lines which mean that inevitably
the crash will come later on, This will be a
retrograde step, because it will reflect upon
the interests of the State as well.

- Hon, H., Stewart: Have many men
heen put off at the Peel Estatef



[8 AveusT, 1023.]

Hon. C. ¥. BAXTER: Yes, 42 men have
walked off.

Hon. H. Stewart: Out of what number?

Hon. . I BAXTER: 1 do not know the
exact numhber there. There is, of course, a
fair number there, but once the daily pay-
ments are stopped, look at the position the
unfortunate people will be in. Figures were
given the other day which showed that some
£400,000 had heen spent on the Peel Estate.
I am led to believe that the expeuditure re-
presents a great dea! more than that sum
and I hope the Lead2r of the Houge will
supply us with something authentic about
the expenditure that has been ineurred
there. Surely we should konow what expen-
diture has been incurred on this Estate.

The Minister for Education: You will
know everything so far as I am coneerned.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: It is pleasing to
hear that statement. If the appointment of
the hon. gentleman to his present high posi-
tion meana that we will get such information,
something will have been achicved.

The PRESIDEXNT: Yf the hon. member
will pardon me, I would agk him to address
members as ‘‘hon. members’’ and not to use
the term ‘‘hon. gentleman.’’ ‘There is mno
doubt that they arc entitled to be described
as honourable gentlemen, but the hon. mem-
ber should remember that under our rules,
he should refer to them as ‘‘hon, members,*’

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: When we are told
that the State has already incurred an obli-
gation of £400,000 on this one scheme, it is
reasonable that we should mark time and
have a thorough inquiry into the whole sub-
jeet. What is the use of going on as at
present?  That is the big drawback that
characterises the Premier and his work. He
possesses big idens and has plenty of encrgy
and ability, but he ncver completes This
schemes, That is the position we have to face,
One man eannot earry the whole burden of the
affairs of a State like Western Australia.
This is such a big scheme to handle that the
Tremier should have some assistan~e to enable
him te carry it on. There is no doubt that, in
the history of Western Australia, we have not
had a man in public life who har worked
harder than the present Premier, Sir James
Mitehell, or a man who has heen more sincere
about the work he takes in hand. We have had
no man who has been a greater Western Aus-
tralian. But why does he not adopt a dif-
ferent attitnde and appoint someone to help
him in his heavy tash.

Hon. J. Cornell: Has he not plenty of de-
partmental officers?

Hon. C. P. BAXTER: Yes, bet T am of
the ovinion that he wants the assistance of
experienced men in addition.

Hern. J. Cornell: What do yon suogest?

HMon. C. F. BAXTER: T suggest the ap-
pointment of practical men who know the
poeiticn and then, instead of having chans ao
exists at the Peel Estate to-day. we wonld
have development proceeding along sound
lines.

Hen. J. Correli: Would you have a hoard?
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Hon. C. P, BAXTER: Yes, we could have
a hoard or several loeal boards.

Hon. J. Cornell: I read something like that
sesterday!

Hobn. C. F. BAXTEKR: Bot that was a dif-
ferent subject. At the Peel FEstate we have
some 50,000 acres of land and we are told
that 20,000 aeres of that area represents good
swamp land. I have not inspeeted all the
swamps, but T know some of them and T know
full well that all do not comprise good land.
I would like to have information to let the
House know what exact aereage of good land
i+ ohtainable there. If we have 60,000 acres
of soil that is only moderately good, and it is
valued at £2 per acre, and if we work on
the basis of one million pounds, as stated by
the Premier, we will find that the valve of
the balance works out at £44 pér acre, What
ean be done with the land there to earry such
a capitalisation?

Hon. J. Cornell:
cemetery soon.

Hen, €, F. BAXTER: It will have to he
turned into something very profitable to carry
that capitalisation, I hope my eriticism on this
occasion will be taken in the proper spirit and
that some inguiry will be made into these mat-
ters. Parliament would be doing a service
to the ecountry if it decided to appoint a Royal
Commission or some other body to inquire into
the whole position. Tt is very necessary that
this should be done. I do mot adopt this at-
titude with a view to the criticism or ahuse
of the present Government, or of its head. 1
do not trouble how we are getting on politic-
ally, but I am troubled about the prosperity
of Western Australin. We have a similar po-
sition in regard to the group settlement scheme
which i3 ¢n a much larger scale than that
operating at the Peel Estate, T am indeed
sorry to read in the Governor's Speech that
the number of group settlements has been in-
ereared to 64. I had thought when I raised
my voice in January last that there would he
some slackening in the establishment of proups
snd that rapid progress would not eontinue.
It was to achieve such an end that I spoke in
January. I wanted a halt with a view to
reckoning up our position, so that we might
have a stocktaking. My attitude regarding the
South-West ie that we have wonderfully good
land there awaiting development. It will cost
something to dcvelop, of course, but ulti-
mately the State will be well recompensed. As
I have said1 on many oceasions, the development
of the Sonth-West shonld be earried ahead
slowly, The present Government, however,
have roshed on with the establishment of
64 groups, instead of starting with ten.
Where are we going to finish$ What
money will it cost to establish these groups,
and where is our success to be achieved? Tt
is hard indeed for any hon. member to stand
up in his plaee in this Chamber and eriticise
these thines, For my part. mv action iv taken
mnrelv in the interests of the State, and T feel
that T cannot sit down withont voicing my nro-
test and doinT mv level best to put things
rieht, T say, Mr. President, most emphatieally,
that things are not right at present.

You will turn it into a
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The Minister for Edueaiion: What iz wrong
with the groups?

Hon, ¢. F. BAXTER: T will tell the Min-
itter what is wrong before 1 have finished.
Let the Government give us a statement of
expenditure in conncction with these groups.

Hon. H. Stewart: That information has
been asked for.

The Minister for Education: You will get
that information when I reply to Mr, Sfewart,

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: The Government
should go further in furnishing us with infor-
mation so that we may have a guide and that
members of another place as well, may know
where we stand. Let Parliament know the
capitalisation on each of the biocks in these
groups, the cost of fencing, clearing, the crec-
tion of homes and so forth, the number of
cows to be supplied to the settlers, and the
cost of them. T asked for this infcrmation lust
January and I have not reeeived it to-day.
We want to know the whele capital eost, in-
cluding everything on these groups, and then
we will have some idea of what will ocenr. Day
after day we read in the Puess paragraphs
ahout the Premier displaving some wonderful
potatoes or some huge eabbayes grown at one
or other of the eentres throughout the State.
The Governor’s Sperch contuined o reference
to an export market for our potatoes being
opened up in the Eastern Stater. T would like
to hear the views of the potato growers of the
South-West on that particular matter. YWhat
chance have we of opening up an export mar-
ket with the Eastern States?

Hon. J. Duffell: People are paying £28 a
ton for new potatoes now.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: What quantities ¢an
be sold at that figure?

Hon. E. Rose: The growers got £20,000 in
=ix weeks,

Hon. C. ¥. BAXTER: When 7 was Hon-
arary Minister for Agriculture, I stndied the
polato question and T know that there is
no preater gamble than that cmbarked upon
hy the potato grower. XNo settler will grow
potatoes with a view to opening up a trade
with the Eastern States. Thex cannot afford
to do that. Rather is the position the other
way about. The potato merchants in the
FEastern States are prepared to ship potatoes
to Western Australia at £4 10s, per ton or at
even o smaller fipure if necessary, in order to
get rid of their surplus stocks. Cor growers
cannot compete with this price. We cannot
ask onr settlers to go in for potato growing
in the South-West but rather to concentrate
oun dairying.

Hon. A. Burvill:
side line?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: What is the good
of talking of potatoes as a side line? The
hon. member does not realise the extent
covered by the 64 groups or the quantities
uecessary to be grown to provide a living
for those established on the groups,

Hon. H. Stewart: Are they not coneen-
trating on dairying?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: T do not know
where they are doing 0. T do not know
that many cows have been supplied to them

What about potatoes as a

[COUNCIL.y

or where the cows are to come from. [
stresseqdd this point last Junuvary and I do
not know nf anything having been done
wet. L know that the State has heen cut
up inte several arens where the ditferent
hreeds of cattle aie to be encouraged. I
have not heard of any hig increase in the
nurber of dairy cattle so that the group
stcttlers can he supplied.

Hon. R. . Ardagh: The Miniater for
Agriculture made a statment about that the
other day.

Hon, A, J. H, Saw: You have been telling
us of what is going to happen when the
cows come home.

Hon. . T. BAXTER: Onc very strong
supporter of the sebheme, 4 momber of Par-
liament too, visited the groups just atfter
Christmas and came back bubbling over
with enthuriasm. e spoke of the wonder-
ful suvcess of the groups and said he ncver
expected to see anytling like them. T
asked, *“What about markets for the pro-
duce?’ He veplied, 1T saw cabbages
weighing 12ibs. and they were beantiful.?’
T axked, **Where are they going te dispose
of their eabbages?’’ and his reply was,
‘*That is the votten part of it This
grower sent half 2 ton of cabbages to Kal-
goorlie aml secured practically no return,

Hon. J. Cornell: Ts that the member whe
viewed the North-West through the port-
liole of a ship and gave his impressions of it?

Hon. (. F. BAXTER: The hon. member is
sccking too much information. Some of the
trades-people in the South-West are ardent
supporters of group settlement and the same
applies to the business men in the city, but-
they have never considered it seriously,
They have eonsidered only what trade they
are likely to pain, and that is a selfish way
of looking at it. What they gain now may
be taken from them later on. They should
congider the question as it affects the Siate
rather than from the viewpeint of persoual
gain.

The Minister for BEducation: They have
the greatest faith in the scheme.

Hon. H. Stewart; And not much to back
it.

Hon, C. P. BAXTER: I know several
people in the South-West who at present
are preparing to dispose of their businesses
while husiness is good.

The Minister for Idueation :
alwavs the rase.

Hon. C, F. BAXTER: Of course it is;
they are looking at the other side of the
picture. If the Governmeant had contented
themselves with establishing ten groups
and had secured markets for the produce,
they would then have been in a good posi-
tion to start another ten, and so the scheme
would have heen carried out on sound prin-
ciples. At present, however, the Govern.
ment have 64 groups started. T hope they
will not establish any more. Let them call
a halt and confine their efforts to putting
the groups already in existence on a sound
basis. The Government have started on

That s
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wrong lines by paying the members of the
groups 10s. per day, aod 1 understand it is
intended to continue that payment for 12
manths after the settlers go on their own
blocks. If this is wrong, T should like to
be corrected.

The Minister for Education: It is wrong,

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I am under the im-
pression it was announced by the Premier.
Anyhow, the principle is wrong. I know of
no ¢ountry where such a Utopian idea has
heen tried. Fapey paying men 10s, per day
to go into o group to improve virgin land. We
kno= something of the results of groups in the
Eastern States, and sbould have profited by
their experience, but here the Government are
going on¢ hetter by paying the members of
the groups 10s. per day. The werk of pre
paring the groups should have been doae
by contraet. Then it would have been done
at a reasonable price, and the settlers
taking up the blocks would have bad a
reasonable chance of malking good. There
is no doubt that the costs will have to be
written down. Lopk at the amount of
money the State will have to find. Mr,
Lovekin estimated the expenditure at
£16,000,000. 1 doubt whether £16,000,000
will be enough. The expenditure docs not
stop with the preparation of the groups.
Only last weck the Premier was reported
as having said that he hoped private cnter-
prise would establish butter factories, and
that, if private enterprise Jid not do so,
the Government wounld. There we have an
indication of an extension of Government
enterprise; the Government must do some-
thing to carry these settlers on. There are
not the profits in butter factories® that the
Premier seems to imagine. In the early days
the bntter industry of Vietoria was estab-
lished only by the payment of u bonus and
it was established on old country that
had been used for grazing for years. Any
expert will tell wus that such is the
best country for dairying, but herc the
Government are  attempting it on new

country. I think the responsibility of
providing butter faciories will ecertainly
fall on the Government., Now I come

to a matter in which Mr. Cornell may be
mere interested than in group settlements—
the wonderful new disecovery in the Eastern
portion of this State. On opening my news-
paper the other morning, I read wunder big
headlines about a new wheat provinece. Later
on T found it referred to 3,000,000 acres of
wonrderful wheat lands. First of all the Pre-
mier anpnounced that some of the surveyors
had given this information. Following on
that, the Minister for Edueation journeyed
to Esperance, leaving Perth on Tuesday and
reaching Esperance on Friday, and he was
then in a position to tell the people not only
of Western Australin but of the world that
we had suddenly discovered 3,000,000 acres
of wonderful wheat land.

Hon. .J. Cornell: That is not quite fair to
the Minister for Agriculture. He did not
pose as the discoverer; he re-discovered it.
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Hon. C. ¥. BAXTER: I advocated the
building of the Esperance railway, At that
tinre the Premicr, who now sees such wonderful
virtue in that country, vuuld not say anything
toc bad about it. Now he goes_back to it.
A good portion of the country for a fair
distance castward of the railway will be good
wheat growing country. I am not spzaking
of things I have been told; I am speaking
from a knowledge of country through which
I have travelled, Three million acres, how-
ever, will take in a lot of country. If we are
going to grow wheat at Zanthus, why not
grow it at Coolgardie and Kalgoorlie?

Hon. J. Cornell: We are growing it there.

Hon. C, ¥, BAXTER: But not on a com-
mercial basis. There is a fair area of land
castward of the railway, but beyond that is
& belt of country with a very seanty rainfall,
Eyre, situated in the Bight, has a rainfall of
11 inches.  Part of the country re-
ferred to is salmon gum country, and
salmon gum predominates on the goldfields,
Much of this country has broken granite
through it. Close to the coast the country
has been stocked for years and with what
success? Time and again it bhas proved dis-
astrous. One would think that there had
never been any attempt to grow crops down
there. Attempts have been made. The Eng-
lish syndicate, which years ago had the Ma-
dura station, tried to grow ecrops, but got only
one crop in five years. Talbot, of Mundrabilia,
has tried to grow crops on excellent land
right at the fuot of cliffs, and his experience
has been the same. At Fraser’s Range alone
has suceess been attained, and that is on the
Esperance side and towards the belt where
I say wheat can be successfully grown. PFur-
ther east, however, the Government should be
cautious. We do not want another rush to
that area such as we have had to the South-
West.

Hon. J. W. Hickey: But the rush to the
South-West continues. -

The Minister for Eduecation: And will con-
tinue.

Hon. J. Cornel): Yours is a policy of des-
pair.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: It is a policy of
common sense. Why not develop the South-
West on sound linea? Most &f the land east
of Egperance is a good chocolate soil, but
the rainfall is deficient. The same applies to
the goldfields where there is beautiful soil
but insufficient rainfall, and it is necessary
to have the rain in the growing season. The
governing faetors are rainfall and tranaport;
the former is scanty and the latter means
great expense.

Hon. J, Cornell: Has the coast no influence
as against the goldfields?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Practically none at
all. It is 1l-inch eovntry.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Ys not that enough?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: At Eyre the rainfall
is 11 inches, but further back it decreases
rapidly, and it is only 15 miles from Eyre
where s0 many vnsucecssful attempts have
been made to grow crops. That land, how-
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ever, can be turned to good acecount, A strip
of 70 miles from the coast conid be cut into
100,000-acre  Dbloeks for shecp and horse
hreeding. On aceount of the limestone, this
is excellent eountry for horse breeding,
Water ecan- be obtained at depths ranging
from 250 to 400 feet, and so this country
could be turned to very good acecount, In
time to come, with improved methods, it may
be possible to grow wheat there, but the Gov-
ernment shouid not rush wildly into a scheme
of putting settlers there nf present. Let
them settle the lands adjaecent to the railway
where we know whent ean be grown, but not
attempt to carry agrieulture too far east
where the risks arc so great. A very im-
portant question affecting our wheat areas
generally is that of water supplies. Except-
ing in very wet seasons difficulty has been
experienced for a number of rears owing to
water shortage, and the Government have

heen put to huge expense in earting water on-

the railways. Something most be done sooner
or later to evercome this difficulty, T suggest
that a survey be made of the wheat areas to
ascertain whether the goldfields scheme can
be extended to these areas and at what cost.
Such a survey need not entail much ex-
pense,  The people in the Yorkrakine
area have for yeurs elamoured for informa-
tion as to whether it would be practi-
cable to extend the goldfields scheme to them,
They eannot stock; they have no water for
the stock, and it is that that is erippling
the farmers and holding up operations to-
day. It is only lately that the report has been
made available, swhich shows that it is not a
practical proposal to extend water to these
places; the work would be too costly. The
jeople in question have waited three or four
years to e conneeted up with the scheme,
and it is only now that they find that they
must make a  commencement in  another
direction in  order to sccure for them-
selves a water supply. Tf they bhad known
the position three or four years ayo,
a start eonld have been made them, TUnfor-
tunately, we are tamiliar with the procrasti-
nation of departmenis and the extent to
which the community are at times compelled
to saffer in consequence. Why not make a
complete survey and let the settlers know if
it is practicable to connect up with the
seheme? Water supply means cverything to
the farmers—it means the difference between
failure and success, and something should
be done in the direction of helping them to
establish snecess.  Another matter about
which T desire to say & few words relates to
the State trading coneerns. I would not
have been so keen about referring to the sub-
jeet, hut for the faet that last session this
Chamber carried a motion empowering the
Government to dispose of the trading con-
cerns. That motion, unfortunately, received
scant considerntion from another place.
After all, what did it mean? Tt simply gave
the Government power to dispose of the trad-
jng eoncerns. Apparently the Government did
not want that authority. T can come to no
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other conclusion. The National Government
were pledged to get rid of the trading con-
cerns.

Hon. J. Cornell: And to convert leaseholds:
into freeholds.

Hon, C. F. BAXTER: What has been done
in the direction of disposing of the trading
coneerns? A little was done during the re-
gime of the Lefroy Government. But since
that time there is every appearance of these
enterprises having been extended. A great
many of them were not paying, and the
Government should have scized the oppor-
fomty of endeavouring to induce another
place to endorse the action of this Chamber.
One or two of the enterprises have been
closed down, but they were only small
affairs, and the others have been carried on,
and in some cases extended. I lave begun to
wouder whether the Premier is not, after all,
in aceord with the prineiple of State trading.
I may ke justified in coming to the conclusion
that he is now a keen supporter of that prin-
ciple.

The Minister for lJdueation:
I'remier?  Certainly not.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I have not heard of
auy attempt to dispose of the trading con-
eerns. Let me quote what the Premier had to
say on the snbject of State trading in 1914,
when he was sitting in opposition. These
arc n few of his remarks, made on the Ad-
dress-in-reply in that year—

The people are wondering where is the
Labour platform which says ‘‘borrow for
reproductive purposes only.’? Are the
trams reproductive? Are the wretehed
steamers, the sawmills, the brickworks, the
butehe? shops, the motor cars, and a hun-
dred and one other small things reprodue-
tive works in the broad sense?

Later he goes on to sav—

Timber is dearer to-day than ‘beforve
the State mills were established. Govern-
ment competition has been beneficial to the
business man, The competition of the
Government is laughed at, and business
men go rejoicing on their way and are able
to get a better price than before the Gov-
ernment came on the scene.

That was how Sir James Mitchell spoke when
sitting in opposition in 1914. Te-day, being
the Premier of the State, he seems to be keen
on ¢ontinuing the trading eoncerns. I won-
der what has made them se popular. It
cannot be the result of their operations, he-
caunse almost without exception there have
been heavy losses, and those losses hawe
assisted to increase the deficit. When the
Labour Government established the trading
toncerns, we were told that one of the ohjects
was to control prices and to assist the com-
munity to get the various commodities at
fair rates. This was donc for a little while,
but T am afraid now there is not one of
these concerns that is out of the combine
which we know exists. Tt does appear now
that in rceent yeurs the State trading con-
cerns, instend of protecting the publie, have

Who, the
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seen the means of further increasing the
srice of eommodities, and this had to bhe doue
io that & profit might be shown.

Hon. J. W. Hirkey: You have had five
rears ot unsvmpathetic adwiai tration.

Tion. A. Tovekin: That cannot be said of
iegrge.

Hon. (". P. BAXTER: Are we to continue
hese tradine concerns?  [s there any justi-
ication for their comtinuanee? 1 say, no,
mt the Gavernment a:parently think there
s. W have not yet heard the opinion of the
Leader of the House, and we well remember
‘he views held by his predecessor, Mr, Cole-
sateh, before he became associated with the
Ministry.  Mr. (olebatech  denounced the
State trading econcerns in strong langoage.
t certaiuly locks as if the trading concerns
¥yere not the right thing to carry on while a
Lal'our Government were in power, hot that
‘here is mo harm in their being retained by a
National Government. State trading iz not
the prerogative of the Government of @
wwuntry.  Governments were never intended
;0 embark on trading enterprise:. T under-
iand that the latest move of the present
Jovernment is to assume eontrol of the Nor-
‘ham hutter and bacon factory.

Hon. 1. W, Hickev: Don’t say that,

Mon, €. F. BAXTER: T understand that
is s0. For three yiars, while T wus a Min-
ister, my hrain was puzzled in trying to get
rid of a white eclephant, the freezing works
ab Albany. Now the Government propose to
‘ake over a Northam concern.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Why did you not get
rid of the Wyndhaw Meat Works when you
were Minister?

Hon. C. ¥. BAXTER: I ask the hon. mem-
ver, when the opportunity presents itself, to
tell the House how it would have been pos-
sible to get rid of these works during the
period of the war. T would like to know also
what chance there is of getting rid of them
to-day. The Wyndham works are peculiarly
placed. I wonder if the hon, member has
really gone into the position af Wyndham?

Hon. A, Lovekin: A loss of £457,000 has
jeen capitalised.

Hon, C. F. BAXTER: That is so, but we
:annot ask the Government te give these
vorks away.

Hon. A. Lovekin: They could have been
zot rid of the year before last.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Wge know, in con-
nection with the Wyndham works, that the
088 in the first place was brought about by
rross waste of money in construction. At
least £260,000 was wasted in this direction,

Hon. A. Lovekin: And the rest.

Hon, C. F, BAXTER: There has heen a
good deal wasted sinee that time. The Wynd-
1am question is a big one.

Hon, A, Lovekin: You keep it going to-
lay, when the eapital is £1,200,000.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: There is another
mportant question which has been exercising
;he minds of the Governmient and the Perth
Municipal Couneil for a numuber of years—
hat of the establishment of markets. I
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went into the subject six vears ago, and T
found on record that the Perth conncil had
appointed a committee to investigate the mat-
ter. The investipstions were carried on for
a long period, and I kept writing for infor-
mation.  Nothing was done, however, until
last session, when a Bill was submitted
to Parliameut. That Bill 1id not find
favour. There seems to have been fail-
ure ou hoth sides, aml on that account I
would suggest to the Minister that he shonld
cndeavour to summon a round table confer-
ence of all those concerned in the hope of
arriving at somc decision,

Tlon. ). Cornell: Is not the City Council
solvent enough to establish its own markets?

Hon. €, P. BAXTFER: The City Counril
must have legistative authority,

FHon. .J. Cornell: If that is all thev necd,
let them have it.

Hon, C. F. BAXTER: Tf a Bill on similar
lines to that introdveed last session is asain
anbmitted, it will nat be aecertable to au-
other place. Tn the meantime consumers and
proclucers are losing money, and the people
are being exploited.  The existing markets
are as bad as they ean possibly be. Modern
markets are required  with  cool  chambers
attached. T trust it will be possible to bring
about a round table conferenee in the hope
nf arriving at a deeision.

Hon. J. W, Hickey: What is wrong with
private enterprise tackling the markets?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: [t is not possible to
get private enterprise to spend such a large
sum of moncy. Moreover, private enterprise
would require control, which the authoritics
would not be prepared to give. Another
subjeet to which I desire to make reference
is the Narrogin-Dwarda railway, Last ses-
sion this House carried & motion dealing with
the matter, and the members who spoke ex-
pressed strong vicws against the proposal to
build that line. They asked for a halt to be
catled until a proper investigation was made.
The motion weunt on lo another place in all
geod faith, but the other place absolutely
ignored it. Is this Chamber to be ignored?
Are we to sit here debating questions only
to see them :iepeeived with the seantiest court-
esy when sent along to another Chamber?
Do the Government take this House seriously?
If not, the Government will find a very strong
stand taken by this Chamber. In all gin-
cerity members of the Legislative Couneil
wanted that railway projeet inquired into,
and we are entitled to have ingniry made.
However, the matter was not even considered
in another Chamber; it was simply struek off
the Notice Paper.

Hon. H. Stewart: It was a private mem-
ber’s motion.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: The Government
were responsible, though a private membor
wmight have used his influence. To treat a
motion in such a way is to flout this House.
I will not discuss the railway now, except to
sny that its construction wonld add greatly
to the loss which the svstem is making.
Surely the House is entitled to more respect
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from the Government of the country. There
is a very important line—the Ucarty-Yorkra-
kine line—which is years overdne, and
which I recommend to the earnest atten-
tion of the Government, la the district which
that line would scrve, men are carting from
20 to 22 miles. The district shows wonderful
development and the line is one of the first
which should receive consideration from the
Government. As soon as the survey is com-
plete the line should bhe put through. During
the time I was in charge of the wheat scheme,
I continually had deputations asking for
stacking sites and contract carting in that
district. I believe a certain organisation is
about to establish contract carting there,
though T fear that the system will not be
continued beyond a year. Undoubtedly the
Ucarty-Yorkrakine railway would pay. It is
a great pity that the Dowerin-Merredin line
was eonstructed so far away. Had it becp
differently located it would have saved the
expensc of putting another line in between.
Hon. A. lLovekin: The Dowerin-Merredin
railway is one of the few lines that pay.
Hon. C. F. BAXTER: It would have paid
equally well if it had been built a few miles
further in. Mr. Potter, in the ecourse of his
speech said he was pleased to note the ap-
plication of science to our soils. As one in-
terested in this subject I am puzzled to know
where the hon. member feund that science
had heen applied to our seils. 1 lhope the day
is not far distant when it will take place. At
present, however, there seems to be no at-
tempt in that direction. The yicld from our
wheat areas, for instance, is not what it should
he, nor what it could be if we had the neees-
sary scientific advice. About 1911 three Agri-
cultural Commissioners were appointed. One
of them is still with us, but not in his eriginal
position of Commissioner for the Wheat Belt.
He is now Director of Agrieniture, in which
position his wheat experience is not worth any-
thing at ail to the farmers of this State
as it cannot be made available, If
that gentleman is uscful te Western Austra-
lia it is in advising Western Australian far-
mers with regard to wheat growing. There are
other officers who could fill the position of
Direetor of Agriculture, and I think it is a
great mistake to keep Mr, Sutton tied up to
the office. True, Mr. Sutton is engaped on very
ereditable work now, urging farmers to fal-
low and improve their system of farming. That
means a lot, but it does not get us over the
diffienlty with regard to the production from
¢ertnin lands. There are in this State lands
which, after yielding 16, 18 or 20
bushels per acre for a period of years
cannot be made to produce fore than 8
or 10 bushels. The question will be asked,
why? We want the scientists to tell us that,
and to tell us what to do with our soils. It is
quite an easy matter by the application of
seience to our soils to increase our average
yield for the State by three bushels per acre.
On the present acreage, and with reasonable
prices, that would mean an increase of a
million sterling or more over the present
returos. Considering that we are only in our
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infaney as regards wheat growing, that is a
large amount, more especially as it would
be peactically all profit exeept for the cost of
handling and of bags. Such an increase would
mean a great deal to the farmers, who would
he enabled to improve their properties and so
produee more revenue for the State. What ia
the present pesition as regards the Agrieul-
tural Department? We have an Agricultural
Department which ten years ago was ex-
pending almost as mueh as it is expending to-
day. There is only a difference of £10,000
between the department’s expenditure for
the past year and its expenditure for
1915-16.

The Minister for Education:
Agricultural Bank advances?

Hon. C. F, BAXTER: Those advanees do
not improve the yield. They help the farmers
to clear their land, but we have to make use of
the land when it has been clearcd. Take an-
other Department—the Edneation Department.
—for instance. That Department in 1915-16
spent £317,656, and for this year its expendi-
ture will he £600,000,

The Minister for Education:
as that.

Hon, C. F. BAXTER: The Minister for
Education is correcting his Premier. The Pre-
mier gave the figure publicly.

The Minister for Education: The expendi-
ture does not amonnt to that at present.

Hon, C, F. BAXTER: I am merely quot-
ing figures given by the Premier at a banquet
at York. Say the expenditure iz a little less
than that, and still there is an inerease of
very nearly 100 per cent.

The Minister for Eduoeation:
important.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Yes, but which is
more important, to bolster up the Edueation
Department and train students for positions
which they cannot secure here, but must go to
other countries to find, or to hand over a little
additional money to the Apgricnltural Depart-
ment? Take the district high schools; what is
the use of them without an agricultural course
to finish with?

The Minister for Education: We are going
to have that.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: We should have had
it long ago.

The Minister for Education:
satisfied.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I cannot be satisfied
with the way things are going. The
encouragement given for establishing the
distriet high schools was that we did not
want country children to get in touch with
the cities; but a child coming into the
towns from the country will haye a liking
ereated for city life just as much as if he
came to Perth,

Hon. H. Stewart: Many people will not
agree with vou on thak.

Hon. C. P. BAXTER: Possibly not. In my
opinion, however, high schools are of no use
unless there is an agricultural college estab-
lished for finishing. A family starts off by
teaching John, aged 7 or 8 years, musie; and
Tom, aged nine or ten years, drawing, In m
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few years' time the parents suddenly discover
that the children are not adapted for these
arts, and will never be a success at them. Sim-
ilarly, our BEduecation Department are trying
te earry a large number of children on to
things for which they are wot adapted. Look
at the amount which the University costs!

Hon. J. Nicholson: Why not use the Avon-
dale Estate for an agricultural college?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: It is not a matter
of securing an estate, but of establishing an
agricultural college. Personally, I did my
utmost to get the Government to establish such
a college, but my proposal was not sym-
pathetically received. Now, at the eleventh
kour, and in a dying session, something is to
be put on the Estimates for an agrieultural
college. It could not be done before. Surely
if we expend £600,000 per annum on education
we can spend an additional £12,000 per
annum on the scientific side of the Agri-
cultural Department with a view to getting
the best out of our soils. Until we do we
shall not he as suecessful as we ought to be;
in fact, certain districts cannot become sue-
cessful at all until we get such scientifie
adviee.

Hon. H, Stewart: But you must get the
local knoswledge as well.

Hon. C. F, BAXTER: Ceruainly. But what
chance have I personally of treating my soil
on a scientifie basis? And neither is one go-
ing to get students from the University to
fill sueh o position satisfactorily. TIntil
seientists are appointed for the purpose, we
shall not suceeed in that direction.

Hon., H. Stewart: What do you want a
seientist appointed for--for entomology or
whatt

Hon. €. F. BAXTER: We want advice as
to the varions sections of science, and more
particularly scientific advice on the different
kinds of soil. It would possibly cost
£10,000 or £12,000 a year, but thal would be
a very small amount in comparison with the
return, I hope our new Leader will take
up the matter scriously and see what can he
done. I was in charge of the Agricultural
Department for three years, and 1 can tell
our friend that the one department which
is of supreme importance to this State has
been starved for a number of years and is
being starved to-day. Since we have a
Premier who is so optimistic, and so keen
on land settlement, do let us use our utmost
endeavours to ensure that wiser counsels
shall prevail,

Hon, H. Stewart: Docs the Premier block
that add@itional expenditure?

The PRESIDENT: Order!

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I cannot go so far
as the hon. member’s question suggests. If
the hon. member cannot read between the
lines, he must not expect me to tell him.
The time is ripe for a drastic alteration, an
alteration in regard to the provision of
funds for the Apgricultural Department.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 te 7.30 p.m.
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Hon. J. A. GREIG (South-East) [7.30]:
I desire to congratulate Mr. Ewing on his
appointment as Minister for Fducation and
Leader of the House. In this the Premier
has made a very popular selection. Mr.
Ewing has a difficult position to 1l in fol-
lowing the ex-Leader of the House, but T
have no doubt he will earry out his duties
to the satisfaction of all. At the same time
I would congratulate Mr. Kirwan on bhis
elevation to the position of Chairman of

Committees. In him unquestionably we have
a man who will fill the position with
honour. T desire to eriticise the Premier on

the building of tbe Narrogin-Dwarda rail-
way. The Commissioner for Railways is to
be congratulated on what he has done dur-
ing the past 12 months. He has reduced

the tailway defieit from nearly balf a
million to about £62,000. That is very
creditable, but I am afraid that if the

Premier persists with the construetion of
the Narrogin-Dwarda railway he will make
things so impossible for the Commissioner
that when the line is built there willi be an
ivcressed loss of at least £100,000 per
arnum. I hope the Leader of the IMouse
will use his influence with the Government
to stop the building of that line. On the
24th January last I moved in the House the
following motion—

That in the opinion of the House the
Government should instruet the Railway
Advisory Board to furnish an up-to-date
report on the advisability of constructing
the Dwarda-Narrogin railway, or to
recommend alternative routes for the
purpose of shortening the distance be-
tween the Great Southern districts and
the metropolitan area so as to serve the
greatest number of people and the best
interests of the State as well; and also to
report where, in their opinion, the line
from Dwarda should proceed to, if not
constructed to Narrogin.

Although that motion was earried without
dissent, the Premier has taken no notice of
it. My idea in moving the inotion was to
make the way easy for the Premier because,
knowing the country as I de, I realised that
if an up-to-date report were made, no ad-
vigsory hoard could recommend the construe-
tion of the line. The building of that line
was recommended 12 or 13 years ago, when
there werc arguments in favour of it. Since
that time, or about nine years ago, both
Houses of Parliament have agreed to the
construction of the line. The distanee to
Narrogin via Spencer's Brook is 162 miles,
and the distanee if that Mne be constructed
via Dwarda will be 143 miles, or a reduvction
of 19 miles. But as the grades between
Pinjarra and Pwarda run to one in 30, the
Railway Department will not send one ton
of stuff over that lime. The Commissioner
of Rajlways will send the stuff via Spencer’s
Brook, as to-day. But he would have to
charge on the shorter route, and so would
Tose 19 miles of railage freight on stuff going
te Narrogin, and southward to Albhany. The
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same would apply to all the branch lines
‘between Narrogin and Albany, and also as
far back as Cuballing, because the shorter
route would he via. Dwarda. The depart-
ment ¢an send the stuff on any line for their
.own convenience, but can only charge the
.customer the shortest mileage route. So, if
the line be built the Commissioner of Rail-
ways, instead of being able to reduce his
annual less, will have another £100,000 piled
on to him. When, 12 or 13 years ago, the
advisery board rceommended the bmilding
of the Narrogin railway, there' was a goed
deal of congestion on the line between
Narrogin and Brookton, a length of about
40 miles. The whole of the wheat grown
in the Dumblevung area, and all round
Wagin, came up that line, and the advisory
board could sce that when those wheat pro-
ducing areas got going, one line would not
be sufficient to carry the produce. So they
recommended a continuation of the Dwarda
line inte Narrogin, as part of an ultimate

short cut to Albany from Perth. Sinece
that repert was made, the ]?:unbury har-
bhovr has been  deepened.  Big  sea-going
‘heats  in search  of  wheat can  now
come inta  Bunbury. Furthermore, the

vailway line has been built from Wagin
te Bowelling, which makes a direct
line from Wagin to Bunbury. So the con-
gestion is mno Jlonger om the line between
Narrogin and Brookton, and the argument
upon whieh the advisory board recom.-
mended the construction of the Narrogin-
Tiwarda railway no longer exists, The other
day, on noticing in the Press that the
Premier had promised to build thf: line to
Narrogin, T arranged an interview with
him. I pointed out to him that all
T asked for was an up-to-date report Dy
the advisury hoard. T do not want to take
the husiness out of the hands of that board,
tut when we construet a line I like to know
that the report npen which it is constructed is
up to date, A report made 13 years ago 18
obsolete. Moreover, to-day we have learned
the value of salmon gum and git}ﬂet country;
that it is the best wheat-growing land we
have. Thirteen years ago we did not know
that. Tt materially affects the route. When
1 pointed out to the Fremier that all I _Wal:lted
was an up-to-date report, he said in his light
and airy fashion, ‘‘We have plenty of re-
ports.”’  ¢‘But,’’ I said, ‘‘they are from 12
to 13 years old.’’ He said, “‘No, we hn.v:?
a report made about two years ago.

«¢But,’? T said, ‘‘that was not a repert on
the Narrogin-Dwarda railway. The hoard
was asked to report on a line from Dwarda
northwards, snd they reported in favour of
the construction of the line from D\':'arc'la
north-east to a point named Codjatotine.’’
Tkat Yine, if constructed, would be in fthe
best interests of the State, for it would open
up new country and serve a lot of people
wanting a railway. But the Government do
not prepose to build that line. Their pro-
posal is to build another line in a south-
easterly direction to Narrogin, at an esti-
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mated cost of £136,000. That is the estimate.
T do not know how much it will cost if the
present costs are to be maintained. last
winter, when the unemplayed difficulty was
rather bad, the Jovernment put wmen on to
construct  that line, Those wen  chopped
down trees over 95 acres or 96 nercs, at a
cost of £550. The farmers’ vcost for doing
gimilar work in that loeality is 10s. per acre,
or £48 for the 96 ucres.

Hon. V. Hamersley: Is that for elearing?

Hou, J. A, GREIG: No, merely for chop-
ping down the trees. The figures scem as-
teunding. Tf the line is going to cost as much
in proportion through the day labour system,
it will not be eonstruected for £136,000. The
Government promised to build the line. They
ignored this House which unanimously carried
a motion, and ignored another request for a
select committze moved in another place. 1t
seems to me that the Promier is taking whag
he thinks is the line of leust resistance. I
think he will alter his opinien before the °
line is construeted. Such & good case
has becn wmade out agoinst the construe-
tion of the fine that [ feel I am justified, in
the interests of the State, in taking wp this
stand,  If the line is construeted, the Uom-
missioner of Railways will not send a single
ton of stuff {rom Verth or from Iremantle.
It will not open up any new first-class land.
It will not serve anyone, because cvery settler
on the route is already served and is within
13 miles of a railway. Most of the settlers
are within 10 miles of two or more railways,
There is the Great Southern railway running
north and south, the Narrogin-Collie line
running ecast and west, and the Dwarda rail-
way at Dwarda, and its continuativn from
Dwarda wonld run into the corner between
the ather two lines. This line was passed hy
Parliament about nine years ago, and would
probably have heen built but for the war.
Had it peen built before the Bunbury har-
bour was deepened and before the line
was built from Wagin, we eould not have
blamed any Government for doing so. See-
ing all the arguments in favour of the line
have now been climinated, why make thia
great mistake if it can be avoided? Would
any member of this House suggest building
the Buolifinch railway, which was recom-
mended by the advisory board, if the mincs
l:ad been closed down heforehand? Any
Goverament would have been justified in
repealing an Aet of Parliament in such a
case, although many people contend that
Acts of Parliament showld never be ignored.
The same view should be taken of the line
T am now diseussing. If it were con-
tivued about 12 miles north-cast from
Dwarda it would serve a large number
of people whoe Dhave heen sottled there
for many years. But in  the interests
of the State I cannot support a Iline
gaing the other way, I wish to refer to some
of the tactics which have been employed to
compel the Government to go on with the line.
We have read a lot in the papuers about unem-
ployment at Narrogin. That is simply a rose
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destgued, chiefly by the municipal council at
Narrogin and other public bodies, to induece
the Government te start the line. 1 was at
Narrogin when & rally of the unemployed was
called in the park on Sunday moening, Ouly
1% men turoed up.
Hon., C. F. Baxter:
plovment there?

Hon. J. A, GREIG: Not worth mentioning,
for snme of the 15 men already had jobs.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: You will find 15 unem-
ployed in any town in the Great Southern.

Hon. J. A. GREIG: XNarrogin ought to have
about 15 unemployed at any time so that the
men might be used for odd jobs. I notiee in
this morning’s paper that the unemployed
position at Narrogin is al) right. The Gov-
ernment had some railway constructions to
the southwards and asked for 12 men from
Narrogin, hut they obtained only two. The
people of Nacvogin have bren promised that
the line will he built. The whole thing was
worked up to persuade the Government to
start it.

Hon. J. W, Hickey: You harl better mave
the motion again, and use better arguments.

Hon. J. A. GREIG: Public bodics at Nar-
rogin are wrath with me for taking this ne-
tion.

Hon. J. W. Hickey:
here.

Hon. J. A, GREIG: T rcalisc that if another
motion came before another place it would
also be supportcd. T have tried to make the
way easy far the Premier, Some 12 months
ago a deputation from Narrogin asked him to
hurry en with the work. Knowing this 1
talked the matter over with the memher for
Pingelly, who tabled the inotion on the Thurs-
day night for the appointment of a select_com-
mittee to deal with the question. My reason
for making the suggestion was that when the
deputation came before the Premier on the
following day he would be in a position to
sav diplomatically that the question was now
in the hands of Parliament and was sub-jadiee.

Hon. J. Cornell: You have given the show
awuy.

Hon, J. A. GREIG: We thought the Pre-
micr would do this, but evidently he did not
see the point. When I moved the motion in
this Hounee T again thought T wae making the
way easy for the Premier, and that he wonld
ask the advisory board during the rceess to
make a report, and then do what was hest
in the interests of the State, This, however,
has not been done. T have been snubbed in the
town in which T am living because I will not
snpport a fifth railway to run inte it. I do
not mind being snubbed by a little coterie or
by an wnserupulous politician,

Hon, . F. Baxter: You onght to regard
that as an hononr.

Hon. J. A. GREIG: The greatest reward
auy public man ¢an have is the knowledge that
he has conscientionsly and faithfully done his
duty. T feel it my duty to emphasise this
queation, and [ hope the Leader of the House

Was there any unem-
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will insist upen his Government giving it the
attention it so well deserves.

On meotion by Hon. .J. W. Hickey, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 7.55 pm.

Zegislative Hssembly,

Wednesday, 8th August, 1923.
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The SPEAKER touk the Chair at 4.30 p.m.,
and read prayers,

QUESTION—RATLWAY RATES,
BACOXN PIGS.
Mr. JOHXNSTON  (for Mr. Pickering)

asked the Minister for Railways: 1, Is it o
fact that for the past 12 months a rate has
existed for vavon pigs by which the consignor
was ¢nabled to load en route, from starting
point to cowmpletion of loading—on braneh
lines only—the freight being charged from
the farthest point, and that by these means
the grower proenred from the buver a more
favourable price for his products? 2, Has
this rate heen enncelled sinee the 1st August
for the South-Western distriet? 3, Does this
rate and gystem of loading still apply on
branch lines in the Eastern distriet? 4, If
se, ou what lines? 5, What is the reason for
|ireferential rates in favour of the Mastern
districts as against the South-West?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, Sueh a concession has been allowed
since July, 1920, in certain localities. It is
new in operation between Narrogin-Narem-
been, Wagin-Lake Grace, Katanning-Nyab-
ing, and Foggitt Jones’ Siding, Bellevue, 2,
The concession has never been in operation
in the South-West distriet generally, hut only
between Busselton and Buyanup, Manjimup-
Bridgetown, and Foggitt Jones’ Siding,
Bcllevie. These seetions were deleted from
the list as from the Tst of July, 1923, on
representations that the objebts for which the
concession wag instituted had been fulfilled.
3.and 4, See No. 1. 5, The stimulation of
pig breeding in certain defined localities,



